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hink of a French speaker 
manufacturer and the 
word Focal springs to 
mind, and while it does 

well in its export territories, at home 
in France it is Cabasse that rules the 
market. Indeed when I lived there 
some 20 years ago the name was so 
prevalent at one time I thought it was 
another word for speaker.

 DETAILS
PRODUCT
Cabasse Stream 3
ORigin
France
TyPe
Streaming sub/
satellite system
WeighT
1.3kg (Satellites) 
9.3kg (Sub)
DimensiOns
130mm diameter 
(Satellites)  
(WxHxD) 
33 x 33 x 35mm 
(Sub)
FeATURes
l Amplification and 
bandwidth: 20W, 
150-22,000Hz (Sat) 
l Amplification and 
bandwidth: 80W, 
29-1,500Hz (Sub)
TeLePhOne
+33 298 058870
WeBsiTe
cabasse.com/uk

A certain je 
ne sais quoi
Patrick Cleasby lets the francophile in him 
come out as he auditions Cabasse’s new 
streaming sub/satellite system, the Stream 3

A family firm of long standing, 
Cabasse appears to be making the 
same push for foreign recognition  
as Focal now, and this system, the 
Stream 3 created some stir when it 
was launched at CES this year.

The aspect of the system which is 
consistent with Cabasse’s history and 
the rest of its enormous range is the 
point source/coaxial driver design of 

the satellite speakers, while the 
headline feature is the incorporation 
of a music streaming ‘brain’ into the 
swish satellite unit. The appeal is a 
very compact front speaker footprint, 
coupled with the convenience of 
being able to place the brain/sub 
elsewhere in the room. Thus it 
naturally suggests itself as a stereo 
accompaniment to your televisual 
pleasure, (and as a wife mollifying 
setup). At the loftier ends of its range, 
the Cabasse streaming units can 
service 24-192 material – at this more 
lifestyle level playback bandwidth 
tops out at 24-96, so the intention is 
clearly not a purely AV one – the 
system is designed to bring out the 
best in your music too, and is voiced 
in common with the rest of the 
Cabasse range. 

The Stream 3 arrives in a relatively 
sizable package to accommodate the 
expected foot-cubed, piano black sub 
unit, which has an attractively deep 
and lustrous finish (white is also 
available). Only the complexity of the 

rear panel belies the exciting Lego set 
construction you’re going to have to 
do to get it working. The satellites 
have an impressive heft to them and 
siting options are varied. For the old 
school TV brigade they are 
magnetically shielded. Stands of a 
slightly more plasticky feel are 
supplied, along with wall fixing 
options and the speakers attach to the 
stands magnetically, with a very solid 
feel. Both the sub and the speakers 
bear the ornate Cabasse insignia and 
the overall feel is pretty luxe, at least 
until you get to the puck remote – 
while nicely rounded, it is also light 
and plasticky and could easily get 
lost, causing potential problems of 
which more later.

Hooking the system up is an 
interesting task that requires some 
planning, according to the possible 
sub locations in the room. Thankfully 
I am adequately provided for with the 
standard cabling that comes with the 
system – by necessity I require the sub 
halfway down the right side of the 

room, and the overall stretch 
permitted is about 4.5 metres, which 
works out all right. As these are not 
generic cables, longer rooms will 
require discussion with Cabasse. If 
you wish to avail yourself of the 
digital or analogue inputs for the likes 
of a set top box there is also a more 
standard optical digital cable and 
some analogue interconnects supplied 
– with more substantial lengths to
allow for the same run as the bespoke 
cables. I connect a Sky HD box using 
it. Obviously the sub unit requires an 
IEC power lead to be plugged into a 
socket in its vicinity. The speaker runs 

are supplied as a pair joined together 
by the custom sub end connection, 
with similar individual plugs at the 
satellite end. The other vital long run 
is to get the IR remote sensor to the 
‘receiving’ end (in my case, and 
probably commonly, under the TV).

As we are in network territory, the 
other thing you need to decide is 
whether the geography is set for 
Ethernet connection wherever the sub 
ends up. As I would only have been 
running a cable from an Airport 
Express anyway, I elect to sample the 
wireless operation.

The challenge this gives you is how 
to get a system with no display (other 
than the multi-coloured and blinking 
light signifiers you get from the remote 
eye, and the LEDs on the back of the 
sub unit) on the wireless network. This 
issue is dealt with much like you 

would when configuring an Airport 
Express – first you connect to the 
device’s own wireless network, then 
through a browser you tell it to 
connect to your own network. In 
practice this works well, particularly 
when using the iPad version of the free 
Cabasse Stream control app, which 
has a wizard-based walkthrough 
approach to the task.

The app is appealing, having a 
tabbed approach to displaying your 
music sources, including those 
residing on the iDevice. I just wish it 
encompassed the power on/off and 
source switching options from that 
puck remote. You can also Bluetooth 
directly to the Stream 3 from your 
Mac, with detailed instructions in the 
full manual, should you really wish to 
eschew the more guaranteed full res 
streams of the wi-fi option. Internet 
radio is also available, using vTuner.

Sound quality
It is immediately apparent that the 
coaxial driver satellite speaker design 
brings the audible delicacy and 
precision one has come to expect 
from exactingly engineered point 
source speakers. With the initial 
hookup for television the rendition of 
voices is shockingly full and lifelike. 
Do you have Woody Allen’s voice as 
nerdishly high and nebbishy in your 
minds’ eye? The recent Omnibus 
documentary reveals that it can 
actually have a sonorous depth to it in 
ordinary conversation. Similarly the 
Ashes test commentaries are given 
depth by the Stream 3’s presentation. 
It may not satisfy the demanding 
action movie types, but it works well 
for TV use and can be fed with either 
Dolby Digital, or PCM – from the Sky 
box the Dolby sounds a little weedy 

You won’t believe 
just how well the  
Stream 3 can deliver 
intense, thick bass

A superb option 
for rooms where 
limited space is  
a problem
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LIKE: Remarkably 
convincing and lifelike 
sound
DISLIKE: the control 
system could do with 
more work 
WE SAY: if you need  
a compact system this 
should definitely be  
on the auditioning list

OUR veRDiCT
SOUND QUALITY

VALUE FOR MONEY

BUILD QUALITY

FEATURES

OVERALL

hOW iT 
COmPARes

compared with what it outputs as 
PCM, although this is obviously 
programme material-dependent.

The result is just as shockingly good 
once you switch to music playback, if 
you can figure out how to – my main 
problem with the whole system is that 
with the lack of significant visual 
feedback you can feel a bit lost trying 
to ‘tab’ through the input settings using 
the remote. I would feel greatly 
reassured against both losing the 
remote, and in knowing ‘where’ I am 
in my operations if the customary unit 
channel switching could be added to 
the otherwise useful Cabasse Stream 
iPhone/iPad control app. It’s supposed 
to be there – but I can’t find it!

Back to the music, the real trick with 
these systems, as explained in the 
manual, is to start with the bass 
crossover on the sub in the middle 
and then tailor it by ear using known 
material, so that it coheres with the 
satellites and doesn’t sound 
overblown. Get it right and the  
bass genuinely starts to feel non-
directional. Music is also streamed 
very reliably over wi-fi – no doubt due 
to the sensible provision of 802.11n 
wi-fi in these Airport Extreme enabled 
times. I feel no need to switch to the 
option of wired ethernet.

The real joy of the Stream 3 is when 
you throw it some dense and complex 
high resolution, like Nine Inch Nails 
new, free, 24-96 single Came Back 
Haunted. You won’t believe how well 
the Stream 3 can deliver that intense, 
thick bass alongside the intricate, 

off-beat percussion pattern. You can 
clearly make out Trent’s involved 
layering of the music, and his usual 
forceful vocal.

As Cabasse is renowned for its 
classical focus I also sampled my new 
24/88.2 Bach Saint John’s Passion 
from Qobuz and the results are 
similarly stunning. There are such 
dynamics in both the performance 
and the recording that this high-res 
version deserves a refined playback, 
and the imaging of the speakers gives 
you the ability to clearly separate the 
parts in the Chorals.

Finally, if it can cut the high-res the 
Stream 3 ought to make easy meat of 
CD resolution material. Keeping it 
French I listen to the stunning vocal 
of Jacques Brel’s Ne Me Quitte Pas 
from the compressed Infiniment 

compilation and the fantastic ability 
of the Cabasses with voices, even 
when over-cooked, is remarkable 
once again.

Conclusion
I am taken aback by how great a sub/
satellite combination sounds, and it is 
pleasing that the phone/tablet control 
system for the UPnP renderer aspect 
is individual, but relatively intuitive. 
My only frustration is the lose-ability 
of that puck remote, and the fact that 
its channel selection function is not 
replicated in the remote application 
like it is in say Naim’s n-Stream app. 
A bit more development and this 
could be a very satisfying prospect 
indeed, with usability to match its 
exemplary sonics. If it drops off the 
wi-fi though, you and/or the wife 
might need some techy guidance to 
get it back! l 

Q&A

PC: The Stream 3 is packed with a 
lot of technology at a competitive 
price. How do you do it? 
CC: the Cabasse dna is not made of 
loudspeaker genes alone, as the 
company has been designing and 
producing electronics since the 
fifties, from valve preamps, power 
amps and filters to four-way digital 
processors. We thus pay great 
attention to the details that will make 
an electronic component sound 
great together with a speaker. this  
is why the electronics of the stream 3 
are not a compilation of marketing-
oriented specs, but actually a well 
balanced cocktail.

With stream 3, we propose a 
combination of mechanical and 
electronic solutions with what we 
believe to be an unrivalled sonic 
quality and reliability at the given 
price point. 

Great to see 802.11n on a device, 
allowing solid hi-res streaming over 
wi-fi. Will you be looking to add 
802.11ac at the right time?
our R&d team is already looking at 
this technology, but the right time  
for its introduction in our products  
is not determined yet, some features 
have to be upgraded to meet our 
audio requirements. 

What converters are you using in 
the Stream 3?
stream 3 is fitted with the Wolfson 
Wm8524, a high-performance daC 
with a very good 10 db snR. it’s  
a very solid solution – able to deal 
with 192kHz sample rates – that we 
use only up to 96kHz for solid and 
balanced performance.

With more music being made 
available at 24-192 will that 
resolution be brought to the lower 
end of the range, too?
it will when the solution will be solid 
enough, streaming included.  

Christophe Cabasse
Cabasse international sales 
and marketing director

Much as the audible 
quality of the speaker 
design is a joy to listen 
to, it is difficult to 
believe the sound is ‘all 
there’, particularly 
compared to other 
streamers with the 
benefit of full-range 
speakers and dedicated 
amplification.

But as the likely 
application is for limited 
space situations, some 
compromise has to be 
made and with that in 
mind the Stream 3 is 
easy to recommend. 
The discontinued Epoz 
Aktimate Maxis is 
similar streaming-wise, 
but with the passage of 
a few years since it 
debuted, the Cabasse 
has a higher-specced 
streaming brain, 
genuinely capable of 
hi-res up to 24/96, soon 
to be remedied by 
Aktimate Blue.
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The lustrous 
gloss finish is 
also available  
in white

The satellites have 
an impressive heft  
to them and siting 
options are varied
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